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1 forum open, so no build.  Do not build Loop 202.  Thank

2 you.

3          THE FACILITATOR:  Thank you.

4          If there's anyone in the auditorium that would

5 like to speak, please make sure you're registered at the

6 front desk.  Your name will appear on the screen and

7 we'll call you up in the order that you register.

8          Again, if there's anyone in the ballroom who

9 would like to speak, please make sure you register at the

10 front desk.  Thank you.

11          Ruben Gallego.

12          MR. GALLEGO:  Hello.

13          THE FACILITATOR:  Mr. Gallego, you have three

14 minutes, here's the timer.  Please begin.

15          MR. GALLEGO:  Thank you.  My name is Ruben

16 Gallego, I'm a resident of South Mountain, I live right

17 next to the mountain, I'm also the state representative

18 for the area that would be impacted by this freeway.  I

19 represent the Laveen area, South Mountain, Gila River

20 Indian Community, as well as portions of the west side of

21 Phoenix.  I'm here in support of the 202 highway, not

22 only as a resident, but also as a representative of the

23 people in the district.  For years I've been hearing

24 about complaints in terms of traffic and traffic

25 congestion.  A lot of the jobs that are currently being
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1 created in this area -- I'm sorry, that are currently

2 being created in Arizona, especially in Maricopa County,

3 are not in this area and a lot of my families have to

4 drive long ways to get to work, and right now the way to

5 do that is through surface streets and a lot that is

6 taking up a lot of their time in stop-and-go traffic.

7 This highway would make it a lot more convenient for them

8 to actually get to the places of work, employment, as

9 well as healthcare opportunities, which aren't available

10 in this -- right currently in this area.

11          I have ran for office twice and have always

12 talked about the highway and from my understanding of at

13 least the electorate, they are in the positive manner for

14 the construction of this highway.  And my personal

15 experience just living down there, we do need the highway

16 to, you know, for one, just for me trying to get in and

17 out of this area is very difficult.  If there is any kind

18 of car accident on the I-10 to I-17, a lot of times those

19 state troopers or police will send traffic -- will end up

20 using our roads as traffic relievers, so our roads end up

21 getting congested every time something does happen and,

22 you know, that's not very fair to us.  We're trying to

23 live normal lives, but it'll happen at least once a week

24 that if there's a rollover by a truck or something else

25 of that nature, they will be using our surface streets to



B96 • Comment Response Appendix

Code Comment Document Code Issue Response 

www.drivernix.com
Driver and Nix Court Reporters - (602) 266-6525

Page 75

1 be moving east to west, which would not happen if we had

2 another reliever such as the Loop 202 around the

3 mountain.  With that, again, I strongly speak in support

4 of the South Mountain freeway and I hope that we can get

5 it done as soon as possible.  Thank you.

6          THE FACILITATOR:  Thank you.

7          Rohno Geppert.

8          Mr. Geppert, you have three minutes, here's the

9 timer.

10          MR. GEPPERT:  Hello.  Thank you for allowing

11 public comment.  I appreciate the opportunity to speak.

12 I am in favor of the alternative that connects to the

13 west 101, any of those three alternatives just from a

14 traffic flow perspective.  The preferred alternative goes

15 directly into where everything gridlocks at both rush

16 hours, so I would appreciate if it could be moved as far

17 west as possible so that trucks needing to bypass the

18 downtown area won't be a part of the congestion so much

19 as the ones that are currently going to bottleneck if it

20 goes through the 51 corridor.  Thank you for the time and

21 I appreciate you taking those thoughts into

22 consideration.

23          THE FACILITATOR:  Thank you, sir.

24          Arthur Bivvins.

25          Mr. Bivvins, you have three minutes, here's the
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